THE  CODE NAPOL&ON.                      147
received were not worth a moment's attention. He told the First Consul all, and even a great deal more than had been revealed to him, mentioning at the same time how arid from whom Bonaparte had received his information.
But these petty police details did not divert the First Consul's attention from the great object he had in view. Since March, 1802, he had attended the sittings of the Council of State with remarkable regularity. Even while we were at the Luxembourg he busied himself in drawing up a new code of laws to supersede the incomplete collection of revolutionary laws, and to substitute order for the sort of anarchy which prevailed in the legislation. The men who were most distinguished for legal knowledge had co-operated in this laborious task, the result of which was the code first distinguished by the name of the Civil Code, and afterwards called the Code Napoleon. The labors of this important undertaking being completed, a committee was appointed for the presentation of the code. This committee, of which Cam-baceres was the president, was composed of MM. For tails, Merlin de Douai, and Tronchet. During all the time the discussions were pending, instead of assembling as usual three times a week, the Council of State assembled every day, and the sittings, which 011 ordinary occasions only lasted two or three hours, were often prolonged to live or six. The First Consul took such interest in these discussions that, to have an opportunity of conversing upon thorn in the evening, he frequently invited several members of the Council to dine with hirn. It was during these conversations thai; I most admired the inconceivable versatility of "Bonaparte's genius, or rather, that superior instinct which enabled him to comprehend at a glance, and in their proper point of view, legislative questions to which he might have boon supposed u stranger. Possessing as he did, in a sn promo dogroo, tho knowledge of mankind, ideas important to tho soionoo of government flashed upon his mind like Hiidcion inspirations.
Some time after his nomination to the Consulate for lifts anxious to perform a sovereign, act, he wont for the first timo to preside at the Senate. Availing myself that day of a fewwritten upon a piece of paper 7119791 1119, and it is held backwards to the light, the word " Empereur " will appear. [The figures themselves have not been, however, verified by the annotator.] money in Italy, but wo may alludo again to the subject for the sake of introducing a letter of Napoleon's which has an emphatic bearing us to tho strictness ho maintained in money matters.
